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representatives of the depressed classes. These and similar
other privileges have enhanced considerably the prestige of
the depressed classes. We have already pointed out that the
depressed classes do not constitute a homogeneous mass.
Now that they have been given special representation in legis-
latures as a result of the Poona Pact it is possible that the
11 minority castes " may, in the near future, ask for special pro-
tection of their rights.

In spite of these politico-economic changes, the method by
which a caste tries to rise in the social scale remains unchanged.
Still the standard method is to advance a claim to a higher status
in the caste hierarchy, to invent an explanation of their present
degraded position, and to abjure food and other practices re-
pugnant to high castes.   In the western districts of the U.P. the
Jatav Chamars have   now adopted the designation  of Jatav-
Yadavs and promptly refute any suggestion to the effect that
they are Chamars.    They now claim to be Jats.    Similarly the
Dhankar Khatiks of western U.P. claim to be Dhankar Rajputs.
In Bengal the Rajbansis have of late advanced a claim to Ksha-
triya status.    The Koris who have given up weaving, style them-
selves Kush Kuleen Rajputs or Tantuvai Vaishyas.1   There is,
however, one serious obstacle to such aspirations of the depress-
ed classes.   It consists in their standing to lose the politico-
economic privileges they have recently gained if their claim to
belong to a high caste is recognized by Government.   But they
do not wish to lose these privileges.    For this very reason they
demand from Government  merely an   official recognition of
change in the name of the caste by adding the new name to the
existing list of schedule castes.    Some of the caste names like
Chamar, Chuhra, Kanjar have bad associations and change of
such names would be desirable.   It might help them in getting
rid of their sense of inferiority. It is hoped that Government
would not discourage such formal changes.

All of them do not, however, claim Kshatriya status. The
aspirations of some of them are more modest, at least in the ini-
tial stages. They are content with a small rise in the social

1 U. P. Census Report, 1931, Pt. I, p. 538.